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LARA PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Lara Primary School Community values a love of learning, a sense of fun,
unique talents and an inquiring mind. Students are challenged to achieve their
personal best in a safe and caring learning environment.
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Dates to Remember

Laptop Bus Fundraising
Barometer

Friday 13" February

1 Casual Dress Day for Bushfire
victims

Monday 16" February

q 9.00am Parents and Friends Group
meet in OSHC Room

Friday 20" February

2.50pm Assembly in hall.

Everyone welcome

Monday 23" February

1 6.30pmi School Council Meeting

Friday 6" March

1 2.50pm Assemblyi 1/2R & 3/4C
perform

Monday 9" March

q 9.00am Parents & Friends Meeting
in OSHC Room

Tuesday 17" i Thursday 19" March

i Learning Group Camp to Melbourne

Monday 23" March

T School Photos
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FROM THE ACTING
PRI NCI PALOS =

Hi Everyone

We have had a very smooth and productive start to the
year and | thank all the students, staff (teachers and
support staff) and parents/carers for working so well
together to make it such a great beginning to what
promises to be an exciting year. | would like to

particularly welcome our new students and families,

especially our prep students who have made a very
impressive start.

Thanks

Over the holidays our cleaners, George and Gloria and
our maintenance man Joe worked hard to make sure we
returned to a clean, safe school. The school was spotles:
and many hours were spent by these three people to ge
the school looking so good. They faced a few challenges
including dust storms but worked together to overcome

these! Many of the tasks they do are very important for

student safety. We thank them very much for their hard

work. It is really appreciated by the staff and students.

2009 Staff Changes

This year we have one new staff member, Justin
Jankowski who is teaching in our Senior Learning
Group. We also welcome back Mary Britton from her 12
months teaching exchange at Ashby PS.

Victorian Bushfire Tragedy

We have all been shocked and saddened by the scale o
the Victorian Bushfire tragedy that has claimed so many
lives and touched so many Victorians. Our hearts go out
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to those who have lost family, friends, neighbours and equipment and cars parked on the school premises.
homes. We know that their lives can never be the sameChildren are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary
again. or valuable items to school.

On behalf of our school community, we would also like Front Gates

to express our gratltud.e to thoge working in the fire Due to safety reasons the gates at the front of the school

zones, firefighters, police, medical teams and those : :

assisting the survivors once they reached safety. Theset - closed and locked in the morings and afternoons,
9 . . y Y Parents are requested not to drive their children up the

are .extremely challenging cwcqmstances and we Carmo'[driveway or park their car in the driveway before or after

begin to know what they are going through. school, otherwise they risk being locked in until all the

children have dispersed. The gates will not be unlocked
| have been approached by students, staff and parents tcgo let people in o? out. If any garents can help with the

ask what we can do as a school community to assist . .
. . opening and closing of the gates could you please
those affected. Today we were informed that in response ,
contact Jan Linaker.

to this tragedy, the Victorian Government has

established the 2009 Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund, in

partnership with the Australian Government and Red

Cross, to provide vital support to those affected by the | am trying to compile a database of students at Lara

bushfires. Primary School who have had to represent their sport at
a high level (above club level). If you have competed in

This FRIDAY (FEB 13) schools across Victoria are individual and teams events to a high standard | would

holding a CASUAL DRESS DAY. Lara students are really like to hear about it. There may also be

encouraged to wear casual clothes on this day and bringopportunities to represent the school and the district

aGOLD COIN DONATION. All money raised will go which you might be interested in. If you have any

to the Victorian Bushfire Appeal Fund. Families are questions please come and see me.

welcome to make a family donation at this time as well. Regards

We see this simply as a first step and intend, with help Allan Bilney

and ideas from the Lara School Community to find a Senior P.E. teacher

way to continue to support those affected throughout the

year. Parents & Friends Group

To all high achieving athletes

Our Parents and Friends Group meet once a month on
Mondays in the After Hours School Care room from
9.00 to 10.00am. It is a friendly get together and
everyone is most welcome. Children are also welcome
at these meetings. There is no pressure to take part in
any activities, if you would just like to meet others or
h%\\/% some, iné)ut ircl) fﬁméjraising you alrjesn}osrt \éveﬂ]cpme.é
Come along to our first mee?lng of the year which Is f
be held on Monday 1% February at 9.00am in the
OHSC room (located between the hall and car park).

There are some things you can do to assist you child as
there is so much information they are hearing in the
newspapers, on television, on the radio and possibly
firsthand experience if they know of someone affected,
or have parents involvedl volunteering, assisting. We
have included in the newsletter an additional page
written by Michael Grose
leading parenting educators. He has outlined some
practical suggestions for yduthings to be aware of and
ideas to try.

Hats

Just a reminder that we are a Sun Smart School and our
Free Fruit Tuesday policyisi No Hat , . IRleaseRehsarg that your
child has their hat a school every day during Term 1 as
they will not be permitted to play in the sunshine at
recess times and will be allocated to sit in the designated
shade areas. We also encourage your children to bring

supplied by our local green grocer, Lara Fruit Supply. d v this bef fi Sunal '
This is a program which has been offered to Lara sunscreen and apply this betore receissdlrgeas. tunc? as;e.l
[ 0 ee

. ar al so a ood
Pri mary School t hrough the[hefil%ﬂuldv(?ag/syogur l'i fed Fr
initiative and we are very pleased that we are able to '
provide fresh fruit to our junior classes once a week.

Carolyn Kent-Hughes.

Commencing on Tuesday'February, 2008 all children
from Grade Prep to Two will receive a piece of fruit
every Tuesday. The fruit will be seasonal and will be

School Council Elections

Personal goods brought to school School Council Elections will be held shortly. If you are
interested in becoming a member of School Council,
nomination forms will be available from the front office
from Monday 18 February. Nominations close at
4.00pm on Monday 23 February. For further
information please contact Jan Linaker.

Please be aware that private property brought to school
is not insured and the Department of Education & Early
Childhood Development does not accept any
responsibility for any loss or damage. Personal property
can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting



A message from our Minister of Education self-esteem and relationship issues.
A listening ear.

, 1 A safe environment for people to share their
Welcome back to the start of what promises to be feelings.

another exciting school year. In Victoria, we are q
fortunate to have a wordass education system with a
strong and vibrant government school system at its core.ﬂ
One of the greatest gifts we can all give our children is
the solid foundation of a highuality education. We are
always working hard to improve so that every child can
thrive, learn and grow. Government schools are an
important part of their local community. The people who
make our schools great places for your chifatincipals,
teachers, staff and school councillérgre dedicated to
providing the best education possible for our children.
One of the most effective ways we can do this is by
being actively engaged in the education of our children.
We can all help our children develop the knowledge,

skills and learning strategies they need to engage in/d00d friend is someone who:
lifelong learning. Reading with your child, talking with ~ H€lPS you make good choices, holds your hand when

Dear Parent/Guardian, l

Assistance and support in times of crisis.

To provide information re: further support &
assistance available.

| have 20 years experience in working with children &
can relate to children of any age or background. | work
with children in the classroom, in groups or one on one.
This year | also hope to be running a Seasons program
which is a 10 week program designed to help children
learn how to cope with grief or loss. If you think | could
be of assistance to your
hesitate to contact the office and they will make an
appointment for you.

them about the world around us, and encouragingy ©uore scared, helps you
creative play are all cr {'diCEl té’lé’rﬂé'nAtscabe{Y)QN W€
development. | also encourage you to become actively? € cause youore sick, help

involved in your childos WOdERoYOULYBmPEiENy . 2WRY , hbF
children achieve the best possible learning outcomes. "€€d them, sticks by you even when’you make mistakes,
You can participate in school life, both formally and ¢h€€rs you up when youore
informally, through volunteering and staying up to date P€come & good person, but best of alloves you just
with your childrends |learRfhq3UH& o¥gT%&'s® tYorUdugh reg
contact with their teachers. More information on

Victorian government schools can be found at Rhonda Douglas.

www.education.vic.gov.aor Education Lingph 1800

809 834 can provide further advice and assistance. |
wish you and your children all the very best for the year CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE - 1st. Semester

ahead. These claim forms are now available from the office. To
Hon Bronwyn Pike MP, Minister for Education claim this travel allowance a student must:

] i Live more than 4.8km by the shortest practicable
Student Accident Insurance route from the nearest school attended or 4.8
Please be aware that the Department of Education and radial distance from the nearest school attended in
Early Childhood Development (DEECD) does not the provincial cities of Ballarat, Bendigo and
provide personal accident insurance for students. Geelong.
Parents/Carers are generally responsible for paying thef Be enrolled at thenearest government primary
cost of any medical treatment, including transport costs. school.
Student accident insurance policies are available from Next nearest school allowance
the commercial insurance sector. Students may be eligible for a limited transport subsidy

to attend the next nearest government primary school.
ChaplainUpdateT Ronni eds Rambl i ng Jhe following criteria apply:

Hi everyone & welcome to 2009 and another edition of | ~ Students must be eligible for a conveyance
Ronnieds Ramblings. For t hodlgwanggtotheypearestsghgol 4o not  kn
me, allow me to introducel myriyatebgsorprivate caprpyst perhe andy formfg
Ronnie) Douglas, the School aa&lablefragsperttothe negt pearespsghoah 3 t
school since September 2007, 2 days per week. (usuallyf The student must live more than 4.8km from any

Mondays & Thursdays). My role as Chaplain is this: public transport service that could convey them to
f  Aresource to meet the pastoral needs of students, the next nearest school.
staff and parents without discrimination. 1 The student is unable to access fare paying travel
Support for children who may suffer grief and loss  ©on a free school bus. _ _ _
through death or divorce. Private car conveyance allowance is not available if the
q Support for children who may be suffering from journey could have been made using a free school bus or
anxiety/depression. public transport service.
q Assistance with behavioural problems. Low Current applicants need notapply. However, if your

address or details have changed please advise the office.



Forms must be returned to the office no later than
20/02/2009.No late claims can be accepted.

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is
provided to assist eligible families with the costs
associated with the education of their children.

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access th& ' € @t |

EMA if they have a current Health Care Card or Pension
Card. The eligibility criteria must be met as at 28th
January 20009.

The EMA application must be submitted to the school by
27th February 2009. If you have any queries please do
not hesitate to contact the office.

Thank you

BOOK CLUB ORDERS

Welcome to another term of Book Club ordering. We
have 2 per term with a total of 8 per year. The order
forms are sent home with the children on a Friday, and
MUST be returned to clasby 9.15am the following
Friday.

It would be greatly appreciated when submitting an
order, that you please ensure that;

I Form is detached from brochure,

I Name and Grade are clearly seen on all forms,

1 You Double check all entries for correctotal and
guantity,

1 Ifitisaf s ur pardersobearly mark on envelope,
Subscription couponflled in and signed if ordering a
subscription package.

PAYMENT OPTIONS ARE:

1 Cheques to be made out3cholastic Australia,

9 Credit card payments are made over the phone prior
to submitting order, recording theeceipt number on

the form, Ph;1800 557 908

Correct _money placed in an envelope and clearly

| abe Bdoledubd wi t h Namé and Grade
andreturned to classroom or office.

The many books, software and craft activities to choose
from will compl i ment your
also make good gifts for birthdays and Christmas. Your
order can be processed quickly, without delays or
confusion if these steps are taken. They are usually
fulfilled within two weeks of the return deadline.

Many Thanks and Happy Reading!
Janet Volkov (Librarian) and the Book Club Parent
Helpers.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Lara Food and Wine Festival

Critter Creations Competition

Calling all budding young sculptors!

The Lara Food and Wine Festival, to be held at the Pirra
Homestead on March 22nd, will include a Critter
on Competition for
can be of real or imaginary animals. The creations can
only be made from fruit and vegetables and held together

with tooth picks. The creation must fit onto a 230mm

paper plate, which will be supplied. There will be 3
sections, Pre School, Prep to Grade 2 and Grade 3 to 6
children. Prizes will be awarded. Entry is free and forms
including full details are available from the Community
Centre or from www.larafoodandwinefestival.com.au.
Entries close on Monday March 2nd.

Lara Netball Club

GFL Tryout dates for 2009 Season Thursdal} a8d
Thursday 26th February (These try outs will be held over
two weeks)17 & under (Division 2)6.30-7.30pm, 15 &
under (Division 1 & 2)i 6.307.30pm, & under
(Division 1 & 2) 1 5.306.30pm, 11 & undeil 5.00
5.30pm. Where: Lara Netball Courts / Lara Secondary
College- Please wear appropriate training gear, footwear
& bring a drink bottle. Any players unavailable to try
out through injury should still attend the trials. If unable
to attend or require more information please contact
Ellen- Mobile: 0417 156 814

chil drenos educati on. Th



