
LARA PRIMARY SCHOOL   
The Lara Primary School Community values a love of learning, a sense of fun, 

unique talents and an inquiring mind.  Students are challenged to achieve their 
personal best in a safe and caring learning environment. 

 

 

Welcome back after a long weekend. I hope you had a 

chance to relax and catch up with family and friends. 

 

Assembly 

Congratulations to 1/2R and 3/4C on their magnificent 

assembly item last Friday. It was a great idea to pick up 

the theme of Flight with the Air Show literally            

happening in our backyard! It was clear that both classes 

had spent a great deal of time practicing. What shone 

through was their enjoyment in performing and it was 

fantastic to see so many family members coming along 

to watch. A special thank you to Lynne Rankin, Lyn 

Coller and Rod Whelan who also invested a great deal of 

time and effort to produce this.  

 

I would also like to congratulate our school captains and 

vice-captains on their preparation and they way they 

conducted their first assembly. They spoke clearly and 

were very well prepared. They were a joy to work with 

and it is impressive to see them start at such a high    

standard. 

 

Senior Learning Group Camp 

I would like to wish our senior learning group students a 

fantastic time in Melbourne. The teachers have put      

together an amazing itinerary including the Melbourne 

Museum, Immigration Museum, Melbourne Sports and 

Aquatic Centre, National Sports Museum, Queen       

Victoria Market, Shrine of Remembrance, the Imax 

Theatre and Scienceworks. I would like to thank the   

Senior Learning Group teachers and the office staff for 

their extensive preparation for this camp. I would also 
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Dates to Remember 
 

Laptop Bus Fundraising               

Barometer 

 
Thursday 12th March 

¶ Grade 5 Netbook Meeting  

          Session 1:  2.30pm - 3.25pm 

          Session 2:  6.15pm - 7.10pm 

Monday 16th March  

¶ 9.00am Parents & Friends Meeting 

          in OSHC Room 

¶ 6.30pm ï School Council Meeting 

Tuesday 17th ï Thursday 19th March  

¶ Learning Group Camp to Melbourne 

Saturday 21st March 

¶  9.00-12.00 Working Bee at School 

with sausage sizzle 

Monday 23rd March  

¶  School Photos 

Tuesday 31st March 

¶  Easter Service 

Friday 3rd April  

¶  Last day of Term 1 ï 2.30pm  

           dismissal 

Monday 20th April  

¶ Term 2 begins 

 

 
 

 No. 3 Date:12/03/09 

 

FROM THE ACTING  

PRINCIPALôS DESK 



like to thank the teachers and the parents who are giving 

up precious time with family and friends to supervise 

24/7 for 3 days. 

 

IT IS VITAL TO BE AT SCHOOL AND ON TIME!  

Did you know that there are only about 200 school days 

each year? Take out an excursion or two and pretty soon 

even these days are reduced. Itôs easy for a child to have 

a few days off school, a cold, granny coming to visit, a 

trip to the dentist, a birthday and so on. Before you know 

it a child can easily have had 12 or more days off. 

If your child has had 12 or more days absence then we 

know, through research, that they are at risk of not     

progressing at school as they should or could. 

 

1:1 Personalised Learning 

Please read carefully Marcia OôBrienôs article on the   

introduction of the Year 5 Netbook Trial. Again we only 

have this opportunity due to a team effort from the staff. 

Marcia has done so much preparation work for this to 

occur. The Serendip program has provided students with 

a natural lead into this program. This is a very exciting 

opportunity and I am sure our Year 5 students will     

embrace it and make it a great success. Supporting 

Marcia has been the senior learning group teachers, 

Allan Bilney (ICT teacher for the senior learning 

groups), our team in the office, our ICT support          

personnel who have had their challenges preparing both 

the Netbooks and our school system for this initiative 

and the ICT team at Regional Office. Marcia will keep 

you updated throughout the year on the progress of this 

initiative. 

 

Enjoy the next fortnight, 

Carolyn 

 

Grade 5 NETBOOK 1:1 TRIAL PROGRAM Update  

The Lenovo S9 Netbooks (mini laptops) have arrived 

and our technicians have been busy preparing them for 

excited grade 5 students. 

On Thursday 12th March two briefing sessions will be 

held at the school.  Please note that the meetings will 

take approximately 1 hour. 

To receive a Netbook grade 5 students and parents need 

to: 

¶ Read all Netbook documentation carefully. 

¶ Sign all sections of the Lease Agreement and 

          return the documentation to school by 12th March. 

¶ Forward $52 to the school to cover the first year 

          of the lease.  

¶ Attend a briefing session on 12th March. 

Marcia OôBrien, ICT Coordinator 

 

The Farm Pride and Golden Egg Farms                 

Collect-a-thon 

Get cracking to help our school 

Our school has registered to take part in the Farm Pride 

and Golden Egg Farms Collect-a-thon.  Every token   

collected from selected Farm Pride and Golden Egg 

Farms packs can earn the school 50 cents.  All eggs now 

carry the Heart Foundation Tick of approval and are a 

very important source of nutrition. They are packed with 

essential vitamins and minerals and make a nutritious 

meal for all the family, especially growing kids. All    

information about the program can be found at 

www.collectathon.com.au  So get cracking! Start       

collecting the tokens, and help raise valuable funds for 

our school. 

 

Easter Raffle 

Please donôt forget to have your donation of an Easter 

egg to school by Friday 13th March.  Donations can be 

left at the front office.  You should have received your 

raffle tickets by now.  More tickets are available from 

the front office if required.  Tickets are to be returned by 

16th March and prizes will be drawn at assembly on 20th 

March.  Thank you to everyone who has already         

contributed. 

 

Hot Cross Buns 

Donôt forget to have your hot cross buns order, with  

payment, to the office by Monday 23rd March.  Our hot 

cross buns are being provided by Rods Bakery and are 

cooked fresh on the morning of delivery.  Parents or   

carers can pick up orders from the school on Monday 

30th March between 11.00am and 4.00pm and Tuesday 

31st March between 8.30am and 11.00am.  Orders       

between one and three packets will be sent home with 

children on Monday 30th March, all other orders are to 

be picked up. 

 

Pre-loved Uniform 

As a service to our families the Parents and Friends  Sub

-Committee conduct a pre-loved uniform shop before 

and after each assembly. They have many items of     

uniform in excellent condition that is sold at a very    

reasonable price. Items can be purchased in the gym 

from 2.30 ï 2.50 then 3.20 ï 3.30. 

 

Working Bee At Out School: Youôre Invited!!! 

You are invited to a working bee at our school on       

Saturday, 21st March from 9-12.  This is a fabulous    

opportunity to meet new families and improve the school 

for our students.  A special invitation is extended to new 

Prep families.  Morning tea will be provided.  The    

morning tea could be a BBQ subject to how many    

families attend. 

Tasks will involve sweeping, tidying up garden beds and 

general garden maintenance.  A limited number of tools 

are available.  Families are also welcome to bring their 

own brooms, spades, wheelbarrows, etc. 

Come along and meet some new families and of course 

your children are also able to have a play at school and 

may make some new friends. 

Please complete the form below and return to the school 

by Monday, 16th March.  This will assist with catering. 

Thanks, 

Kevin Collard (on behalf of Lara Primary School    

Council Building & Grounds Sub-Committee) 

éééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

http://www.collectathon.com.au/


____________________ will/wonôt be able to attend the 

Working Bee on Saturday, 21st March from 9-12 

 

_____ adults _____ children will attend. 

 

I will bring the following tools: 

 

Signed _____________________________ 

éééééééééééééééééééééé... 

 

School Photos 

School photos will be taken on 23rd March, 2009.    

Students are to be in full uniform.  A photo envelope has 

been sent home  with your child.  If you require a family 

photo please collect an envelope from the main office.  

Please note that photo envelopes are to be brought back 

to school on photo day only.  No change will be given on 

the day therefore it is vital that parents hand in envelopes 

that have correct money enclosed.  Each child needs his/

her own envelope if ordering. 

Thank you 

 

Environmental HEROs 

Every class has one or two Environmental HEROs 

(Heat, Energy & Resource Officers).  These HEROs may 

rotate daily, weekly or every term.  HEROs are            

recognized by their prized badges.  Environmental 

HEROs   encourage  thoughtful  use of electricity and 

the three bin system. 

 

Three Bin System 

Each classroom is provided with three bins - one for   

paper, another for food scraps and a third for packaging 

and ólandfillô waste.  These bins are clearly labeled.    

Paper bins are emptied to the Red VISY  recycling bins.  

Rubbish bins are emptied as needed by our   cleaners and 

the food bins are emptied daily to a central bin outside 

the ICT room or into our compost heap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL 

As you are aware, for many years it has been the practice 

of The Royal Childrenôs Hospital Good Friday Appeal to 

distribute donation envelopes throughout Victorian 

schools.  The tragic events of the past few weeks have 

impacted us all, and the generosity of the public has been 

outstanding.   

However, The Royal Childrenôs Hospital still needs   

support from the community and the contribution from 

the students at your school, has been extremely valuable. 

Envelopes will be distributed shortly. 

 

Cross Country 
The Lara P.S. Cross Country will be held on the 27th 

March around the Lara Football Reserve as our own oval 

is not available.  The cross country will be open to all 

middle and senior learning group students.  Successful 

students will be given the opportunity to represent our 

school in the district cross country events.  Students are 

encouraged to wear house colours and bring the           

appropriate clothing (shorts, runners and protective wear 

such as hats and warm jumpers). 

 

Vandalism 

We have contacted Lara Police twice in the last few 

weeks to report vandalism to our school property.  This 

has occurred to our schoolôs shade sails near the Mt. 

Moriac building.  Two different shade sails have been 

slashed.  One has been so badly damaged that it will 

have to be replaced completely.  The other will have to 

have a major repair.  This will cost several thousand   

dollars.  The school will have to pay for these repairs out 

of school funds.  This will mean that we have less to 

spend on other areas. 

Please ring Lara Police on 5282 1241 if you see anyone 

acting suspiciously in our school grounds at any time   

especially night times or over the weekend.  This         

behavior can include climbing on top of school        

buildings.  You are not expected to become involved 

directly. 
Thank you, Kevin Collard (on behalf of Lara Primary 

School Council). 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

Geelong Swimming Club 

Geelong Swimming club is inviting children under the 

age of 11 who have not won medals at any major     

competitions to enter its Apex Encouragement Carnival.  

The club particularly extends an invitation to: 

¶ Those that have not swum competitively before. 

¶ Young swimmers with disabilities with two events 

provided. 

 

Entries close Wednesday 18th March, 2009. 

Please see Allan Bilney for a copy of the information 

sheet and entry form. 

 

 

Lara Baseball Registration Evening 

When   ï  Friday 20th March           

Where  ï  Lara Sporting Club 

Time     ï  5.00pm to 7.00pm 

Lara Baseball welcomes new and 

returning players from the age of 6 years. 

For enquires please phone Liz Paterson on  

5282 4432 or 0418 388 996 

Uniform and game fees are included in cost of             

registration. 

 

 

 

 


